TORCH LAKE TOWNSHIP
ANTRIM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

DRAFT MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMISSION

JULY 13, 2010

COMMUNITY SERVICE BUILDING

EASTPORT, MICHIGAN

Present:  Walworth, Thompson, Tomlinson, Spencer and Goossen

Absent:  Scott, King

Others:  Grobbel, Briggs

Audience:  3

1. Meeting called to order at 7:30 by Walworth, acting as chair in the absence of Scott.  

2. Agenda content was approved.

3. Correspondence, etc.  1.  Parker and Scott attended a seminar on wind generation in Charlevoix yesterday.  2.  We will be subscribing to a new book available from the N.W. Michigan Council of Governments designed to be used by the Planning Commission as their on-going training source.  One copy will be available in the office and is updated monthly with new CD and material.  Mr. Briggs will be in charge of these materials.   3. There will be a symposium on Medical Marijuana held in Ypsilanti on July 20th from 1-4 PM at the Charter Township Civic Center.  Scott and Spencer will be attending that meeting.
4. Motion by Tomlinson to approve the minutes of June 8, 2010 with corrections is seconded and passed 5-0.  In item 7, line six, delete “Use by right, which is” and add “Home Occupation is already a Use by Right”.

5. There were no Concerns of the Public.

6. Discussion of Medical Marijuana Dispensary.  Grobbel presented his draft ordinance on Medical Marijuana Version 2 dated July 7, 2010.  His suggestions would modify our current Zoning Ordinance, Section 2.12 HOMEOCCUPATIONS, COTTAGE INDUSTRY and HOME BASED BUSINESS;   would add a new Section 2.23 HOME OCCUPATION, MEDICAL MARIJUANA and would amend Chapter XII C-COMMERCIAL ZONE, Section 12.02 USES, A. Permitted Uses. There would also be additions to CHAPTER XXIII DEFINITIONS.  The Commission went through the document suggesting additions or items to delete.  Grobbel summarized the changes to be made and will bring a cleaned up version to the next meeting.
7. Proposed Wind Energy Ordinance.  After discussion of Draft Small WECS Version 2, dated 6/25/10 the Motion by Spencer to schedule a Public Hearing on the proposed ordinance to amend the Torch Lake Township Zoning Ordinance to add Chapter III C: Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS) and amend Chapter XXIII: Definitions is seconded by Goossen and passed 5-0.  Mr. Briggs will look at the publishing requirements to see if the hearing can be scheduled for the August meeting.  
8. Concerns of the Public.  Windiate commented on the need for an Ordinance for medical marijuana because we are dealing with a substance that is legal under one circumstance but illegal under another.  We need rules to help control that situation.  Gerry Sell asked the Commission to stop thinking about medical marijuana as presented by some stoners at a commission meeting but to think about medical marijuana as a legal right for people in pain.  Alan Martel is very much in favor of the windmill ordinance but is concerned about the flicker.  It would be good if we could have the producers of the windmills come and speak at a meeting.  

9. Concerns of the Planning Commission.  Tomlinson commented about a meeting he attended in Banks Township and the annoying flicker from the overhead fan/lights.  Thompson commented on a recent road trip where zoning was apparent by the lack of visible signs.  She believes in signs.  

10. With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:40 PM.

These minutes are respectfully submitted and are subject to approval at the next regularly scheduled meeting.
Kathy S. Windiate

Recording Secretary
